Does it matter when my child starts to learn a second language?

Those of us in the language learning business have known and understood for years the merits of learning and using a second language from an early age.  Research has found that people who had been bilingual for most of their lives were better able to concentrate on complex tasks (especially in later life) and that four- and five-year-olds who were learning two languages were more intellectually advanced in many ways compared to their peers who were not exposed to a foreign language.

Other research has shown that children are at their most receptive to new languages whilst very young.  There is also evidence that the younger a child starts to learn a new language, the less of a foreign accent s/he will retain.

Although attitudes to learning a modern foreign language (MFL) at primary school level are slowly changing in the right direction – mainly due to the government deadline requiring headteachers to provide an MFL for all children in key stage 2 by 2010 – there is still a long way to go.  In Britain, countless children are still not exposed to a second language until they reach secondary school at age 11 – by which time, research suggests, it is much harder for them to become truly fluent.  

In my opinion, it’s never too early (or too late for that matter) to start learning a different language!

Don’t hesitate, call or email me as below to find out where / how to enrol your child / children.
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