LE CLUB FRANÇAIS PROGRESS REPORT

REDBOURN INFANTS’ FRENCH CLUB

11 JANUARY 2006 – 29 MARCH 2006
During the specified period, your child has continued to expand his/her French vocabulary through the use of songs and rhymes from the club cds, as well as a whole host of games and activity sheets to aid French word assimilation.  Through le cours d'apprentissage and other relevant material they've covered the following:-

· Continuation/revision of parts of the body using loto card games: La tête (head), les bras (arms), les mains (hands), les pieds (feet), les yeux (eyes), le nez (nose), la bouche (mouth) and les oreilles (ears).  The children were also required to construct the face of a boy or girl on the wall understanding the parts requested in French to form a complete face.  They had lots of fun cutting out parts of a face and sticking them together.
They also learnt to understand commands such as: Fermez/ouvrez les yeux (close/open your eyes), baissez la tête (lower your head), levez le pied (raise your foot) etc
· Revision of family members & how to say what members of their family are called: Maman s'appelle … (mum's name is) and papa s'appelle … (dad's name is) etc.  

· Introduction to clothes: We spent a lot of time on this subject…As well as learning the French words for various clothes like le chapeau (hat), le pantalon (trousers), le manteau (coat), les chaussettes (socks), les chaussures (shoes), la jupe (skirt), la robe (dress), 
le pull (jumper).le t-shirt, 
The children were taught how to qualify the article with a colour, for example, une robe bleue (a blue dress) and that the colour they are used to hearing can change in sound and spelling according to whether the article being described is a masculine or feminine word.  We did some worksheets to emphasise this point ‘sur la corde au linge’ (on the washing line).

We also practised formulating short sentences: Je mets un pantalon rouge (I’m putting on a red pair of trousers), je porte un chapeau bleu (I’m wearing a blue hat).  This new vocabulary was assimilated using characters the children were used to like Basil Brush and the Teletubbies where they chose a personality to apply a piece of clothing to, for example: Basil Brush porte un t-shirt marron (BB is wearing a brown t-shirt).
As well as the children seeing the pictures and naming the clothes, they were also taught to recognise the corresponding French WORDS.  This was done by playing I spy & roue des vêtements (clothes wheel).
Another activity the children really enjoyed whilst learning about clothes in French was pictionary where, in their respective teams, each member had to pick the French word for an item of clothing from a bag, recognise what it is and draw it for their other team members to guess.
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Fêtes de l’année (Annual festivals)

· Saint Valentin cards with related vocabulary: Je t’aime beaucoup (I love you loads), Je t’aime de tout mon coeur (I love you with all my heart).
· La Chandeleur & Mardi Gras: Children were taught about the way in which Pancake Day is celebrated in France and the reason behind the name and festivities.  Various animal masks were brought in for them to disguise themselves.  They also sampled gaufres and home-made pancakes with confiture and citron which they really enjoyed.
They learnt different jam flavours as well as the various ingredients needed to make a pancake in French and pretended to make one using the necessary utensils. 

· La Fête des Mères: Children made Mothers’ Day cards learning how to say Bonne Fête Maman (Happy Mother’s Day) and to write inside : Je t’aime maman.
Jeux (Games)
· Pictionary (as described above).
· Jeu de la Chandeleur – game of revision where children answered a question in French if they landed on a crêpe or re-threw the dice if they landed on a frying pan.  The children enjoyed this game immensely.
· Roue des Vêtements – turn the needle to stop on an item of clothing then make a sentence eg., I’m wearing a blue hat (as above)
I look forward to building on and consolidating the work I’ve done with the children during the upcoming summer term re-starting Wednesday 19 April 2006.
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