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Introduction

Does it matter when my child starts to learn a second language?

Those of us in the language learning business have known and understood for years the merits of learning and using a second language from an early age. Research carried out by Dr. Ellen Bialystok of York University in Toronto, Canada, found that people who had been bilingual for most of their lives were better able to concentrate on complex tasks (especially in later life) and that four- and five-year-olds who were learning two languages were more intellectually advanced in many ways compared to their peers who weren’t exposed to a foreign language.

Other research has shown that children are at their most receptive to new languages whilst very young.  There is also evidence that the younger a child starts to learn a new language, the less of a foreign accent s/he will retain.

Although attitudes to learning a modern foreign language (MFL) at primary school level are slowly changing in the right direction due to various government initiatives in this area, there is still a long way to go.  The goalposts constantly change with regards to the mandatory implementation of foreign language learning at key stage 2 so MFL introduction in many British primary schools is still very patchy and not uniform.

About Us

Since 1985, thousands of children have been attending Le Club Français (LCF) in schools and nurseries learning French and Spanish every week throughout the UK with the results being both positive and rewarding.  LCF offers:

· A professionally-developed curriculum for young learners (ages 3-11)

· Trained, CRB-checked and fully insured (public liability), locally-based teachers

· Fun and activity-based learning methods

· Resources including cds, songbooks and activity sheets

· A cost and administrative-free operation for your school

Denise  McClean
  Φ
Area Organiser

www.lcfclubs.com/denisemcclean
       Φ
        01582 794617
    Φ        denisemcclean@lcfclubs.com
www.lcfclubs.com/denisemcclean
Pre-School , Nursery & Infants’ Module

The Tout Petits (French) or Los Pequeñitos (Spanish) nursery module has been specifically developed for 3 – 5 year-olds and its objective is to familiarise very young children with a new way of communicating - i.e. in a foreign language - by using fundamental vocabulary and promoting communication.  Much emphasis is put on acquiring a wide range of vocabulary and good French and Spanish pronunciation.  The course includes comprehensive lesson plans, together with activity sheets, games, songs, art and craft.  

A cd and songbook accompanies both courses and subscription is mandatory.  Children receive a specially formulated cd for this age group plus songbook with words and folder. A Hugo Escargot (French) or Pepe (Spanish) club puppet mascot is also available on request at an additional cost.  Parents can either enrol their child individually into the club or the school/nursery can pay a weekly flat rate for all children to benefit.  Fees very according to membership numbers. Lessons for children of this age normally last between 30 and 40 minutes and, ideally, have a maximum of 10 children in one group.

Breakfast, Lunchtime and After-school Clubs
After-school clubs run for an hour and lunchtime/breakfast clubs usually for 30 - 45 minutes.   Children in Reception and Year 1 follow a mixture of the Tout Petits or Los Pequeñitos course and the Cours d'Apprentissage A (French) and Curso de principiantes (Spanish).  This course builds upon knowledge acquired during Tout Petits and Los Pequeñitos by expanding on their existing vocabulary so they are able to formulate short sentences in French or Spanish.  Through the comprehensive lesson plans and activity sheets, the children will participate in dialogue/role-play and fun games to help them learn the language and prepare for end of term presentations 

As children progress through to years 2, 3 and higher, courses used adapt accordingly to the age group being taught.  For complete information on course structure for both French and Spanish, please visit our website at www.lcfclubs.com, choose either Le Club français or Le Club español logos, then and click on course structure.

Each child enrolling on this course pays a small mandatory subscription fee covering the cost of club cd 1 with songs from the course plus a songbook and progress stickers tracking what they’ve learnt to be placed on a special club folder.  There is a reduced enrolment fee for siblings joining and the cd can be shared.  
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In-school Curriculum Teaching

If you are a headteacher and your school is located in the Hertfordshire or Bedfordshire area, we will fulfil all your in-school curriculum needs for providing French and Spanish to key stages 1 and 2.

With the advent of PPA in September 2005 and the need to fill non-contact time with something constructive, we now offer foreign languages in primary schools during the school day as part of the curriculum.  We write end of term reports for the school head detailing our provision of French and Spanish which is usually included in the school's OFSTED report.

Statistics are recorded from tests given to each child on a regular basis to track progress and are made available to the headteacher at the end of term.

Features: MFL for key stages 1 and 2 

· Follows the QCA guidelines for the KS2 Modern Foreign Languages framework

· Has clearly-defined short and long-term objectives that allow for differentiation in ability

· Lends itself easily to classes of 25+ children

· Gives the children engaging and stimulating tasks to tackle with the help of a colourful workbook

· Has monitoring and assessment of progress at its heart so headteachers and parents  know how well each child is doing 
Fees are available on request.

Adults
If you have always wanted to learn to speak French easily and naturally within a small, informal group, then this would be the perfect opportunity for you to do just that!

The French club for adults is part of the company's aims to make language learning enjoyable, fun and effortless for those wishing to either brush up on their existing language skills or take on a new challenge.

There will be plenty of conversation through the use of role-play, games and activities that appeal and adapt to a wide range of abilities.  Emphasis is on confident expression, grammar, good pronunciation and building up an expansive and useful vocabulary.
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About Me

I went to a school that started language learning early and offered a wide range of them.  I started learning French as a foreign language at 6.  My deep love of languages grew from then and continues to this day.  Having taken A’ levels in French, German and Italian, I gained an honours degree from Southampton University in Modern Languages & European Studies majoring in French, studying both here and in France.

I have taught English to French secondary school pupils preparing for their baccalauréat exam, as well as undergraduates at the University of Roubaix and Tourcoing in northern France.   

Visit www.lcfclubs.com/denisemcclean to:-

· Access our interactive BABELZONE site in French & Spanish now with a phonics zone and picture bank.  Kids love it!

· See one of our sessions in action

· See news on local club and competition news

About My Colleagues

All are CRB-checked (enhanced), are either French or Spanish mother tongue or have studied French of Spanish to degree level and lived in a francophone or Spanish-speaking country for a period time.  All have access to regular training to ensure they are able to impart their specialist language to the children skills in the best way possible according to their level and group size.  Qualifications are all available upon request.

Fees 

These vary according to the course being taught and who is running it (me or a colleague) and are available upon request.

Call or e-mail now if you would like to start a foreign language in your school or set up a club!!
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